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Photoabsorption of Th and U by direct measurement and by fast electron energy loss spectra near the 5d thresholds concerning the complex structure observed in the 4d absorption spectra of lanthanides [1] , but an interpretation was proposed [2] . Some 5d spectra in actinides were therefore investigated for the first time and the absolute total photoabsorption cocfRcient was determined between 50 and 150 eV in thorium and uranium by two [7] . On the other hand, the absorption coefficients J1 of self-supporting samples were determined by a Kramers-Kronig analysis of fast electron energy loss spectra (FEELS) after the plural scattering contribution has been calculated and removed as explained in [8] ; the experimental methods are described elsewhere [9] .
In both metals, a quite satisfactory agreement is observed between the overall shapes of the curves deduced by the two methods. This agreement has been demonstrated over an extended range up to several eV [10] [14] in the cases of 4d spectra in Ba and La. Such core relaxation effects were not taken into account in the interpretation proposed previously for the lanthanides [2] . For the elements presented in this paper the 5f shell is either empty or filled with only a small number of electrons. Thus for a detailed comparison between actinides and lanthanides, it would be necessary to obtain experimental information for other actinides.
